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Tool Safety Tips
Mary Ann Sward
Extension housing speciali st

Many accidents occur in American homes each
year. A large percentage of these accidents involve
hand or power tools.
Reduce the possibility of accidental injury in your
home by reading and posting these safety tips in your

1.

Know each tool. Read the owner's manual or instructions carefully before use and learn tool ' s
correct application
and its limitations.

2.

Use right tool for the job. Don't try to force
small tools to do the job of a heavy duty tool.

3.

Keep work area clean and well lit. Ventilate
fumes are drawn out of shop.

4.

Wear proper apparel when working. That means
no loose clothing, jewelry, or long hair to get
caught in moving parts. Use safety glasses when
appropriate. Don't overreach; keep your footing.

5.

6.

work center . Keep tools in a locked container if you
have children too young to use them properly .
Following these guidelines will not only prevent ac cidents, but also will add to the life of your tools and
increase your satisfaction with the completed project .

If working outside with a power tool , wear rubber gloves and footwear for grounding .
12.

Ground all power tools, unless they are double
insulated . If tool is equipped with a three-prong
plug, it should be plugged into a three-hole electrical receptacle that is grounded . The adapter
wire must be attached to a known ground. Never
remove the third prong .

13.

Keep children and visitors away or at a safe
distance from work area. When you leave work
area, even temporarily,
store tools out of reach
of the children.

If you need to use an extension cord , use one
that has a suitable heavy duty gauge wire size
for its length and tne ampere rating of the tool.
Use a three-wire extension cord with three -prong
plugs. Two-wire cords are suitable with double
insulated tools .

14.

Give your undivided
attention
to the task at
hand. Do not visit with anyone when you are
operating a tool.

Remove al I keys and adjusting wrenches from a
power tool before turning it on . If tool has a
guard , keep it in place and in working order .

15.

Disconnect a tool when not in use , and when
changing accessories such as blades, bits , cutters. Never leave a tool running unattended .
After you have disconnected the tool, make sure
it has stopped running before you leave or work
on it

so

7.

Keep proper guards and protective
tools and machines.

shields on all

8.

Place a good first aid kit in your work area.
Know how to use it, particularly
how to stop
bleeding.

16.

9.

Hold pointed tools away from your body to
avoid injury if the tool slips. Pull on wrenches
(don't push) to save bruising knuckles.

When disconnecting , never yank a tool by its
cord from the receptacle or carry a tool by its
cord. Pull on the plug . ·

17.

Avoid accidental starting. Make sure the switch
is in OFF position before plugging it in. Never
carry a plugged-in tool with your finger on the
switch.

10.

Secure work by using clamps or vise.

11.

Don't use power tools in a damp or wet location.
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